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Disclosure Statement
To best serve the interests of the specialty and its practi-tioners, The American Association for Thoracic Surgeryrequires the volunteer leadership, including its editors,
associate editors, and section editors, to publicly disclose the
existence and nature of any financial or other relationships that
might influence, or appear to influence, their actions. In keeping
with this policy, the following disclosures have been made by
the editors and editorial board members responsible for making
decisions about manuscripts submitted to and published in the
official publications of the Association:
JTCVS Editor Andrew S. Wechsler Scientific advisory boards: Medtronic; BioVentrix; Percor ballon,
Datascope Inc; Arbor Surgical Technologies, Inc; 3f
Therapeutics
Stock options: BioVentrix and 3f Therapeutics
JTCVS Section Editor Ralph J. Damiano, Jr. Consultant: AtriCure; Medtronic Research grants: AtriCure,
Guidant, and Edwards Lifesciences, LLP.
JTCVS Section Editor D. Craig Miller RO1 research grant, NHLBI, National Institutes of Health HL29589
(1982-2008); RO1 research grant, NHLBI, National Institutes of
Health HL67025 (2002-2010)
Consultant: Medtronic Heart Valve Division, Inc.; Edwards
Lifesciences, LLP; Boston Scientific Corp.; 3F Corporation; ad
hoc consultant, St. Jude Medical, Inc.
JTCVS Section Editor G. Alexander Patterson No disclosures
JTCVS Section Editor Thomas L. Spray No disclosures
JTCVS Section Editor Richard D. Weisel No disclosures
JTCVS Statistics Editor Eugene H. Blackstone No disclosures
JTCVS Ethics Editor Martin F McKneally No disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board Erle H. Austin III Guest Editor, 2007 Pediatric Cardiac Surgery Annual
JTCVS Editorial Board Carl L. Backer No disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board Michael Borger Speaking honoraria,  $10,000: Medtronic; Edwards Lifesciences,
LLP
JTCVS Editorial Board Thierry-Pierre Carrel Editorial Board: Interactive CardioVascular and Thoracic Surgery;
Transplant International
JTCVS Editorial Board George J. Despotis Consultant and lecture honoraria, Bayer Corporation
JTCVS Editorial Board J. William Gaynor Stock: Johnson and Johnson, Pfizer, and Medtronic
Advisory Board: Aristotle, MicroMed
JTCVS Editorial Board A. Marc Gillinov Consultant: Edwards Lifesciences, LLP; AtriCure
Equity interest: Viacor
Speaker/honoraria: St. Jude Medical, Guidant, Medtronic
JTCVS Editorial Board Bartley P. Griffith No disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board John W. Hammon Speakers’ Panel, Bayer Pharmaceuticals
JTCVS Editorial Board Alden H. Harken No disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board David H. Harpole, Jr. No disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board Alan D. Hilgenberg No disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board Charles B. Huddleston Common stock, Medtronic, $10,000
JTCVS Editorial Board John S. Ikonomidis No disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board Walter Klepetco No disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board Harold L. Lazar No disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board James D. Luketich Stock interests; research grant to Univ of Pittsburgh: Tyco
Healthcare/United States Surgical;
Common stock; research grant to Univ of Pittsburgh: Stryker
Corporation
Stock interests and research grant: Boston Scientific Corporation
JTCVS Editorial Board Michael A. Maddaus No disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board Philippe Menasche´ Consultant, Genzyme Corporation
JTCVS Editorial Board Bryan F. Meyers Paid consultant and investigator for Dompe, Inc.
Stock options: TissueLink, Inc.
JTCVS Editorial Board Marc R. Moon No disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board Ralph S. Mosca No disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board Ivan M. Rebeyka Scientific Advisory Board, Berlin Heart Corporation
JTCVS Editorial Board Robert C. Robbins Director: Cardica, Inc.; Cytograft, Inc. Advisory Board and
Consultant: Medtronic
JTCVS Editorial Board Todd K. Rosengart No disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board Valerie W. Rusch No disclosures
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JTCVS Editorial Board Frank W. Sellke Speaker’s bureau, Bayer Pharmaceuticals;
Non-paid member, Inoteck Pharmaceuticals
JTCVS Editorial Board Hans-Hinrich Sievers No disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board Nicholas G. Smedira Receive $10,000 to proctor a surgeon implanting a Syncardia
Total Artificial Heart. One implant to date
JTCVS Editorial Board Francis G. Spinale Consultant, Encysive Pharmaceuticals
Grant recipient, Guidant Inc.
JTCVS Editorial Board David J. Sugarbaker No disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board Marko I. Turina No disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board James S. Tweddell No disclosures
JTCVS Editorial Board Jakob Vinten-Johansen Consulting fees and honoraria: Bayer Pharmaceuticals
Pending patents on coronary perfusion catheters
Stock interests: Reperfusion Therapeutics, LLC and Hibernation
Therapeutics, Ltd.
Editor, Thoracic Surgery News Joel D. Cooper Royalty for development of peri-strip staple line reinforcement,
Synovis, Inc.
Consultant: (1) development of endoscopic one-way valve for
treatment of emphysema, Emphasys Medical, Inc.; (2)
development of airway bypass procedure for emphysema,
Broncus Technologies, Inc.; potential royalties from products
for airway bypass procedure, if marketed, Broncus
Technologies, Inc. Stock, $7,000, Broncus, Inc., which
currently has no market value
Assoc. Editor, Thoracic Surgery News Carlos Gomez Duran Consultant: Medtronic
Royalties: Duran Annuloplasty Ring and Band, Medtronic
Assoc. Editor, Thoracic Surgery News Yolonda L. Colson No disclosures
Assoc. Editor, Thoracic Surgery News O. Howard Frazier No disclosures
Assoc. Editor, Thoracic Surgery News William G. Williams No disclosures
Op Techs Editor Lawrence H. Cohn Consultant: Edwards Lifesciences, LLP; St Jude Medical
Seminars Editor Timothy J. Gardner No disclosures
Pediatrics Annual Editor Richard A. Jonas No disclosures
Web Editor Thoralf M. Sundt Common stock, Medtronic, $10,000
The Western Thoracic
Surgical Association
Announcement of 2007 Annual Meeting
The Thirty-third Annual Meeting of the Western ThoracicSurgical Association will be held June 27-30, 2007 at theHyatt Regency Tamaya in Santa Ana Pueblo, New Mexico.
The scientific sessions are open to all duly qualified physicians.
Participation in other Association activities for members, invited
guests, and program participants requires payment of a social regis-
tration fee.
Requests for Meeting Information
Meeting preregistration and hotel registration forms will be avail-
able after January 2007 from:
Western Thoracic Surgical Association
900 Cummings Center
Suite 221-U
Beverly, MA 01915
978-927-8330; fax: 978-524-8890
wtsa@prri.com
Material for the Program
Scientific papers will be considered from members and nonmem-
bers. Member sponsorship is not necessary.
For the 2007 Annual Meeting, abstract submission will open
on November 13, 2006. All abstracts must be submitted elec-
tronically via the WTSA Web site. Information and a link to the
submission site will be posted on the Web site on November 13,
2006. A Call for Abstracts will be mailed out around that time.
Abstracts of proposed papers must be submitted on or before
January 8, 2007.
Accepted authors must send the complete manuscript di-
rectly to The Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery
and must not exceed 3000 words without illustrations. Elec-
tronic submissions are to be sent to http://jtcvs.editorialmanag-
er.com where complete instructions are also available. The
essay length must be reduced appropriately when figures or
tables are included.
Samson Resident Prize Essay
The Association offers a prize for the best manuscript ona topic of interest to thoracic surgeons in honor of PaulC. Samson, MD. Candidates for the prize must be in a
training program in the United States or Canada. The one
essayist whose abstract, manuscript, and presentation are
judged most outstanding will receive a $2000 cash award fol-
lowing the presentation of all papers in Sun Valley. The con-
ditions for abstract submission, presentation, and publication as
described above will apply. The authors of the abstracts
chosen for the program will make up the finalists and will be notified by
mid-February 2007 that they must submit six completed manuscripts for
review by the Prize Essay Committee. The Prize Essay committee will
make its selection following the presentation of all papers.
Announcements
998 The Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery ● October 2006
